BusiriessPress

Wines of the World:
Alma Rosa Chardonnay 2006 and Pinot Noir
2007

- BY RENIE AND STERLING STEVES

February 18, 2009

Lucky us...We are in the Santa
Barbara area with a local friend,
chef, and cooking teacher, Don
" Skipworth, as a guide. Even better,
he is Santa Claus, or at least he
looks just like him with a slightly
stocky build, a twinkle in his eyes,
and a full, dense grey beard.

People respond to Skip’s passion for

the area, opening many a conversation that could not have been
started without him. One of our favorite winery visits was Alma
Rosa.

Owners Thekla and Richard Sanford are right on target since
beginning Alma Rosa in 2004 with the areas best varietals,
chardonnay and pinot noir. The setting is a colorful rustic small
building fronted with huge cactus and beds of wildflowers. Skip
met Richard in the early 80s at his original winery, Sanford, when
the wine movement was just starting. The Sanfords entertained
back then by putting rugs under huge trees for people to sit and
sip. This same aura of hospitality exists at the Alma Rosa tasting
room.

Their Chardonnay El Jabali Vineyard Sta. Rita Hills 2006 ($33) is
one of those ‘yum’ wines that is full of flavor, bright acids, and
lasts and lasts in the mouth. A lighter, more simple Alma Rosa
Chardonnay 2007 ($20) labeled Santa Barbara County
appellation, still has the character of the local terroir in the mouth.

Alma Rosa Pinot Noir Sta. Rita Hills 2007 ($36) is awesome.
With an earthy aroma, its beautiful fruit comes through to end in a
sophisticated aftertaste.

All Alma Rosa wines are bottled in the same antique green
traditional punt bottomed Burgundy bottle and sealed with a
screw cap since the first vintage in 2004. The wines have
maintained their freshness and problems with ‘corked’ wines
have been eliminated. Alma Rosa’s 110 acres of estate vineyards
are certified organic emphasizing nature and agriculture in
sustainable harmony.



